
Diocese of Portsmouth 
 

ST EDMUND’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Radley Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 3PP 

Tel: 01235 521558           Fax:  01235 532778 
e-mail: office.3856@st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk 

www.st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk 
                   Headteacher:  Mrs M Delany-White 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

2nd June 2020 
 

Dear Parents and carers, 
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming your child into school on Monday 8th June 
and I am therefore writing with details of how we’d like this to happen to ensure the safety 
and happiness of your child.  
 
Please do discuss the points below with your child if possible, ahead of their return on 
Monday 8th June; we hope they (and you too) will feel confident and reassured about what 
to expect. We are hugely grateful for your support. 
 
How will schools keep children safe? 
Following government guidelines, children will be socially distancing as far as is possible 
(dependent on the age of the child). We will be minimising the number of other children 
and adults each child comes into contact with, therefore, classes will be split into smaller 
groups (max. 15 children in each) and they will stay in the same room/area with the same 
two adults only. Each small group will have their playtime and lunch time together in their 
own area. 
 
Other protective measures include: 

 Avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms 

 Frequent hand washing and good hygiene practices 

 Regular cleaning 

 Removing soft toys, cushions, etc which cannot easily be cleaned 

 Minimising contact and mixing 
 
The beginning and end of the school day: 
Start and finish times will be staggered, and children will need to be dropped off during their 
allocated ten-minute arrival/pick up time only at the Early Years Gate (Nursery and 
Reception children) or Key Stage 2 gate (Year 1-6 children). Markers will be in place outside 
the school gates with waiting areas to ensure social distancing. We ask children to arrive 
with one parent or carer (please avoid using public transport if you can) and to be closely 
supervised so that they do not mix with other children on the way to school or on arrival. If 
you need to bring another of your children with you in the morning when you drop off your 
child this is perfectly in order, but could all your children stand with you in the social 
distancing queue, please. No parent will be allowed on site.  
A member of the senior leadership team will be there to greet you each day and to ensure 
everyone knows where to wait.  
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The School Day 
As we begin our phased re-opening of the school, your children will experience a ‘recovery’ 
curriculum delivered by our staff team. Emphasis will be on settling the children in and 
supporting them emotionally. In KS1 and 2 we will be establishing a clear routine with 
lessons focussed on English and Maths in the mornings and more open-ended activities in 
the afternoon (please be aware several bubbles will be with their Teaching Assistant only in 
the afternoon as the teachers will still be supporting and monitoring the remote home 
learning for their year group each afternoon.)  
 
Year 1-6 classrooms will look different as lots of the furniture has been removed to allow 
the children to sit at individual tables at a distance. The children will be learning outside as 
much as possible and be doing physical activities each day. We do expect children to be in 
school summer uniform (apart from Nursery) but wearing trainers or comfortable shoes so 
that they can do a range of activities without the need to change. However, if your daughter 
does not have a summer dress that fits please do not worry about buying a new one just for 
this half term. On the day your child has PE, they will be able to wear their PE kit for the 
whole day rather than arriving in their uniform and having to change during the day.  
 
In the Foundation Stage, free play will continue very much as always, but it will mainly take 
place outdoors and within the small group bubble only. Indoor learning will mainly consist of 
practising maths, and the literacy skills of reading and writing as appropriate to their age 
and stage. The day will be carefully structured to ensure that your child has a balanced 
curriculum, where they will be able to develop important skills, along with lots of 
opportunity to play, staying within their small group bubble. 
 
More information will be sent out to you and your child for each new bubble during the next 
few days. 
 
School office 
The school office will be closed for parents/carers (except for emergencies), as we are not 
allowing any visitors into the school building. Please telephone or email if you need to speak 
to a member of staff. 
 
Absence information 

If your child is due to attend school and becomes unwell at home, please telephone the 
school office as soon as possible to explain the symptoms your child is displaying, as we will 
then need to follow the government guidance to ensure the safety of all the children and 
staff. 
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What if my child is not in school? 
Whilst the school is not fully open, the teachers will continue to provide home learning for 
all year groups every week and the planning will be posted on the Home Learning page of 
our school website each Monday morning as currently. However, planning may need to be 
more streamlined as all teachers who are able to, will be teaching each day and supporting 
children with home learning as well.  
 
More information about reopening for parents can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settingsinformation- 
for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settingsfrom- 
1-june 
 
Important Coronavirus Information 
Please do not send your child to school if you or your family have coronavirus symptoms: 

 a new continuous cough 
 a high temperature 
 a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

Government guidance states that: 
For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. However, if you have any of 
the symptoms above you must stay at home and arrange to have a test to see if you have 
COVID-19 – go to testing to arrange. (following the COVID-19: guidance for households with 
possible coronavirus infection) 
 
I am attaching our risk assessment with this letter. Please take the time to read it and do 
contact me via the school office if you have any questions.  
 
As head teachers at schools we are bound by government guidance, I have therefore 
followed all of the government guidance in preparing our school’s risk assessment and 
preparing the school to be as safe as possible for your child when they 
return: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-
protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-
implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings (updated 12th May 
2020): 
  
What happens if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus in a setting? 
When a child, young person or staff member develops symptoms compatible with 
coronavirus, they should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow 
household members should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff and students who are attending 
an education or childcare setting will have access to a test if they display symptoms of 
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coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested in this scenario. 
 
Where the child, young person or staff member tests negative, they can return to their 
setting and the fellow household members can end their self-isolation. 
 
Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class or group 
within their childcare or education setting should be sent home and advised to self-isolate 
for 14 days. The other household members of that wider class or group do not need to self-
isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they live with in that group 
subsequently develops symptoms. 
 
As part of the national test and trace programme, if other cases are detected within the 
cohort or in the wider setting, Public Health England’s local health protection teams will 
conduct a rapid investigation and will advise schools and other settings on the most 
appropriate action to take. In some cases a larger number of other children, young people 
may be asked to self-isolate at home as a precautionary measure – perhaps the whole class, 
site or year group. Where settings are observing guidance on infection prevention and 
control, which will reduce risk of transmission, closure of the whole setting will not generally 
be necessary. 
 
Thank you so much for all your support and kind messages throughout this challenging time. 
We miss you all and very much and look forward to the time when we are all able to be 
together again as a school community. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
M Delany-White 

Headteacher 
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