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10th July 2020 

Dear Parents, 

As I am sure you are aware, last Thursday, the Department for Education (DfE) published 
guidance outlining its plan for getting all pupils back to school in September. You can 
read that guidance in full here.The government’s plan is based on a twin strategy of 
limiting contact between pupils and implementing hygiene measures e.g. the thorough 
and regular handwashing and promoting good respiratory hygiene (the 'catch it, bin it, 
kill it' approach) we are already implementing. The DfE states "if schools follow the 
guidance set out here, they can be confident they are managing risk effectively." 
Therefore, we are now busy rewriting our risk assessment and making plans to welcome 
all of the children back after the summer holidays. 

The key points in the new DfE guidance include: 

• All children back into school- no cap on class sizes 

• School will be mandatory for all children and usual attendance procedures and 
expectations will return 

• Distancing is not necessary within class groups, but mixing between different class 
groups to be minimized 

• Where learning is desk-based, children should sit side by side, facing the front of 
the classroom 

• No whole school gatherings for worship or assemblies 

• Staggered break and lunch times to prevent mixing between groups 

• Staggered pick up and drop off times 

• Continuing emphasis on hygiene and cleaning; everyone washing their hands 
many times a day still 

• PE- non-contact sports only- equipment cleaned after use 

• PPA teachers may move between classes (but ideally not visiting different classes 
in a single day) 

• No parents or visitors allowed on site without a prior appointment 

I will share our updated risk assessment and arrangements with you before we break up 
(once they have been approved at next week’s governors meeting). We are planning that 
for the first two days of term in September (Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th September) the 
existing Reception to Year 5 children will be with their current teacher in the current 
classroom. Then on Monday 7th September they will move up to their new teacher in 
their new classroom. This will give everyone a chance to get back together in a familiar 

http://www.st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
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classroom and with a teacher they know well and who knows them well. It will allow the 
children time to reacquaint themselves with their friends and school before transitioning 
for a new beginning after the first weekend on Monday 7th September. Therefore, all of 
the new Reception class and Nursery children will be starting school slightly later, on 
Wednesday 9th September (see transition visits and dates at the end of this letter.) 

Teachers in September 
Nursery:  Mrs Semple 
Reception:  Miss Hurley: Monday, Thursday & Friday 
                      Mrs Demarchi: Tuesday & Wednesday 
Year 1:  Mrs Sylvester Monday- Wednesday 
                 Mrs Harris- Thursday & Friday 
Year 2:  Mrs Boodell 
Year 3:  Miss Foukaridou 
Year 4:  Mrs Wadrzyk 
Year 5:  Mrs Attridge 
Year 6 :  Mrs Hague 

Staffing Update 
Sadly we are saying goodbye to Mrs Graham, Mrs Moloney, and Mme Grogan this 
summer. We wish them all well and thank them for all their hard work, dedication and 
enthusiasm in working with our wonderful children and wish them all the best as they 
move onto pastures new. 

Tom & Eds Fun Club 
I have been asked to let you know that, given the latest DfE guidance for September, 
breakfast and after school clubs for St Edmund’s pupils are unlikely to start until early 
October at the earliest. This is because they will need to appoint a new member of staff 
to supervise the St Edmund’s bubble which will consist of Year 1-6 pupils only. If you have 
any questions regarding this or would like to put your child’s name down for a place next 
academic year do contact Tom & Eds staff directly: Clare Redman on 07534 003472 
between 7.30 – 9.00am and 2.30pm – 6.00pm or via Thomas Reade school office: 
thomasreadeprimary@hotmail.co.uk  

Year 6 Leavers’ Mass 
As churches have now reopened for services involving small groups of people we are 
delighted that we have been able to arrange a Leavers’ Mass for all of our Year 6 children  
on Friday 17th July at 1:30pm. I will be sending out another letter to all of the Year 6 
children early next week detailing the church procedures and requirements but I am 
looking forward to welcoming them next Friday, all proudly wearing their St Edmund’s 
uniform for one last time, in the church from 1:15pm. Sorry, no parents will be allowed to 
join them as we are restricted to a maximum of 30 in the church. 

http://www.st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk/
mailto:thomasreadeprimary@hotmail.co.uk
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Goodbye Year 6  
Sadly, it’s the time of year when we have to say goodbye and good luck to our talented 
Year 6 pupils. What a strange final year of primary school they have had! New parents 
often ask where our children go when they leave St Edmund’s and are slightly confused 
when I reply ‘everywhere’. To clarify this point let me explain that this year’s leavers are 
going to:  
Didcot Girls School (2)    Larkmead (2)  
Fitzharry’s (5)                  John Mason (7)  
Our Lady’s Senior School (4)               Aureus School (1)  
St Birinus (2)     Cherwell School (1) 
I wish them all continued success in their new school, and I am sure they will maintain 
the high standards of commitment in all that they do. They will face many new challenges 
in the years ahead but they are more than ready to do so with confidence in the 
knowledge that they will succeed if they are prepared to put the effort in- as they have 
done over the years here at St Edmund’s. I just hope they remember to keep in touch 
and share their successes with us in the years to come. 

Come and Join Us 
If you have a child who is three or over and have not yet signed them up to our 
wonderful Nursery, please do get in touch with Mrs Pratt as soon as possible as the 
Nursery places are starting to fill up now that all children are back to school in 
September.  
Also, if you know someone who would like to work in our lovely school please do ask 
them to look at the current vacancies on our school website. We are currently keen to 
employ a cleaner-in charge for three hours a day after school. For further details and an 
application form please contact Mrs Pratt directly. 

Website Update 
Thank you to those parents who took the time to complete my recent survey about our 
current website. Your feedback has been really useful as we design the new website which 
will be live in time for the beginning of term in September. As many of you mentioned issues 
with finding term dates in particular you will be pleased to know that they are now on the 
Calendar and on the Parents Information page (as well as generally being at the end of each 
Headteacher Newsletter as well). 
 

Reports 
We are just finalising the end of year reports which will be sent to you electronically this 
year on Monday 20th July. If there is anything you would like to discuss in the report with the 
class teacher do contact them directly via the class email address on Tuesday 21st July or 
alternatively at the beginning of next term as the children will be staying with the current 
class teacher for the first two days of term. I hope your children are enjoying catching up 
with their class teacher as much as the teachers are enjoying seeing them via the Teams 

http://www.st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk/
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video calls at the moment. If you have not arranged a call with the teacher yet it’s not too 
late. They are hoping to see everyone before we all break up for a well-deserved rest on 
Tuesday 21st July. 
 

The St Edmund’s Governors’ Fund 100+ Club 
The latest draw of the Governors’ Fund 100+ Club was made on 9th July: 
1st Prize (£30) – Number 16 Peter Delany 
2nd Prize (£20) – Number 1 Errol Midwinter 
3rd Prize (£10) – Number 75 Fr Jamie McGrath 
Congratulations to the winners. There are numbers available this year at £7.50 for the 
remaining draws. Tickets can be purchased by anyone with a connection to the school, so 
please encourage grandparents, aunts, uncles, brothers, sisters etc. to join in and buy a 
number. Please do not hesitate to contact Stuart Smith (governor) – by email at ssmith@st-
edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk or phone on 07900936743 if you would like to join or have any 
questions. 

Thank you as always for all your kindness and support throughout a most unusual academic 
year. I look forward to seeing you all again in September if not before. In the meantime I 
wish you and your family a lovely summer holiday when I hope the sun shines and we all 
stay fit and healthy. 

Kindest regards, 

Mrs Delany-White 

Headteacher 
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SCHOOL TERM DATES – 2020/21 
 
 
Autumn Term: Starts: Thursday, 3rd September 2020 (Years 1 – 6) 

Wednesday, 9th September 2020 (Reception and 
Nursery Classes) 
Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th Sept New Nursery class 
visits1:30-2:20pm 
Mon 7th & Tues 8th Sept New Reception class visits 
1:30-2:20pm 

       
Ends:  Friday, 18th December 2020 
 
Half-term: Monday, 26th October to Friday, 30th October 2020 

 
   INSET Days:  Tuesday, 1st September 2020 

 Wednesday, 2nd September 2020 

       
Spring Term: Starts: Tuesday, 5th January 2021 
 
   Ends:  Wednesday, 31st March 2021 
 
   Half-term: Monday, 15th February to Friday, 19th February 2021 

 
   INSET DAY:  Monday, 4th January 2021 
    
    
Summer Term: Starts: Monday, 19th April 2021 
 
   Ends:  Wednesday, 21st July 2021 
 
   Half-term: Monday, 31st May 2021 to Friday, 4th June 2021 
 
   INSET Day: Monday, 7th June 2021 
     Thursday, 22nd July 2021 
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