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Year 4 Newsletter 
April 2021 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope you have had a relaxing Easter break and enjoyed more family time. I am 
excited to welcome your children back and I am sure the children are ready to 
continue challenging themselves to achieve their best. 
 
This term our topic is going to be ‘Terrible Tudors’ and I hope the children are going 
to enjoy it as much as our previous topics. The majority of our writing will be planned 
around Tudors. We are going to learn about the different aspects of the Tudor times, 
including King Henry VIII and his monarchy, as well as different aspects of everyday 
life and culture.  
 
Writing: The children will complete a variety of writing through the topic including 
recounts, diaries, newspaper reports, adventure stories, poetry, information pages, 
character descriptions, biography and autobiography, persuasive letters, as well as 
retelling traditional stories and legends. Also, the children will have regular 
opportunities to perform and present their work through drama, role play and 
performing poetry activities, which is useful to help them grow in confidence to be 
able to perform in front of an audience. 
 
Grammar and Punctuation: We will continue to have regular weekly sessions, to 
ensure the children are confident using standard English in all of their work. 
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Handwriting: The children will continue to improve their continuous cursive 
handwriting and will be rewarded with pen licences as soon as their handwriting is 
neat enough for a pen.  
 
Spelling: The children will learn the Summer term spellings sets, following Year 4 
statutory requirements, including the common exception words. We will also have 
regular short dictations of sentences including the spelling patterns and high 
frequency words. Weekly spelling tests will take place on Mondays and the new 
words will be given on Tuesdays. 
 
Reading: Our class reading book for this term is going to be “The Chronicles of Narnia 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe”. We will continue to read with the children 
individually, in weekly guided reading sessions and as a whole class. As well as 
improving their ability to read fluently, we will focus on the comprehension of texts 
to make sure the children understand what they read and can discuss it effectively.  
In Year 4 we expect the children to read widely and regularly. One of the best ways 
you can support your child is to encourage their love of reading.  Please, keep a 
record on their Star Reader sheets of all the books they are reading. Please, support 
your child by making sure you still read with them daily. 
 
Maths: This term the children will be focusing on negative numbers, rounding 
numbers including decimals, Roman numerals, mastering their skills on mental and 
written methods for addition and subtraction, using partitioning to multiply and 
divide, adding and subtracting fractions, measuring capacity, time and money 
problems, continuous data and translations. We will also practise applying the maths 
skills to solve word problems and carry out investigations. 
Please, encourage your children to continue to use TimesTables RockStars. The 
children seem to really enjoy using it and it helps them to make progress in their 
times tables. We recommend practising for 10mins a day, as this will make all the 
difference to their learning in Maths.  
Times tables tests will continue to take place every Monday morning. A lot of the 
children have passed all the levels by now and this term will focus on their speed in 
answering the questions. 
 
Science: We will learn about Electricity. We are also planning to continue to focus on 
investigations and working scientifically. 
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Relationships Health Education (RHE):  This term we are going to start our new RHE 
programme ‘Life to the full’. The lessons are specifically planned for Catholic primary 
schools as faith is embedded in the core of each lesson.  We will focus on respecting 
our bodies and the similarities and differences between people as they grow and 
make choices. We will provide a safe space for a boy/girl discussion about changes 
they will face throughout puberty and how these changes might make them feel. The 
children will also learn to examine their feelings, to try to understand them and what 
causes them. We will also explore the miraculous nature of human conception and 
birth. Finally, the children will learn about the wider Church and its mission and 
explore how we can put love into action in the communities we live in. In addition to 
the learning in class, there is an online parent platform so that you, as parent and 
carers, can engage with the teaching and deepen the experience for your child. To 
access the online parent platform please visit: www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-
portal    
(you will need the username and password shared in the headteacher letter to you 
earlier this week.) Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need support accessing 
the lessons. 
 
R.E.: This term we will be learning about Easter, Pentecost and Sacraments. 
 
Music: We will continue to use Radley School Primary Music assemblies. 
 
Homework: Homework will be given every Friday and needs to be returned by 
Wednesday. It is an important part of your child’s education, so thank you for making 
sure your child completes and returns their homework on time. Please speak to me if 
you are having problems with homework or need any guidance with what is 
expected. 
 
Physical Education: This term the children will still need to come to school wearing 
their P.E. kit on Wednesdays.  
 
If you have anything you wish to discuss or questions to ask, please do not hesitate 
to contact me via the class email address class4@st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk.  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Mrs M. Wadrzyk  
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