
  
  

  

St Edmund’s RC Primary School  

SUMMER TERM 2021 

Year 5 Class Newsletter  
  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

  

Welcome back to the summer term. I hope you all had a lovely Easter holiday. 

  

Curriculum  

Our topics this term are the Polar Regions (before half-term) and the Americas (after half-term). Our 

Polar Region work will explore Antarctica and the Arctic. We will study the geography of the Polar 

Regions and use maps and atlases to broaden each child's awareness of the different aspects of our 

planet. We will examine what seasons look like in these regions, what animals live there, and how living 

things survive. In addition, we will be learning about the British explorer Ernest Shackleton and his 

expeditions to Antarctica. 

 

Science before half-term will focus on Living Things and Their Habitats, covering the life cycles of plants, 

mammals, amphibians, insects, and birds. The children will explore reproduction in different plants, 

including different methods of pollination. Furthermore, the children will learn about Jane Goodall and 

her work with the now-endangered chimpanzees in Africa. They will study metamorphosis in insects and 

amphibians, comparing their life cycles. Finally, the children will explore the life cycles of birds, and will 

write and star in their own wildlife documentary comparing the life cycles of different living things. 

 

After half-term we will study the Americas.  Children will first find out about the continents of North and 

South America, and the countries that form them. They will look in more detail at some of the 

contrasting regions of the Americas, finding out about the landscape, climate, and locations of each 

area. The children will carry out detailed fieldwork study of their local area to identify similarities and 

differences to a region of the Americas. Children will also develop their map and atlas skills and practise 

reading and writing coordinates. They will learn about the ancient and modern wonders of the world, 

specifically those of the Americas, and they will research a natural wonder of the Americas and create 

their own presentations to teach others what they learn. 

 

Science after half-term will focus on Animals and Humans, in particular the changes that animals 

experience as they develop to old age. The children will investigate the development of babies and 

compare the gestation period of humans to other animals. Our final investigations will be about the 

changes to the body as humans get older, as well as comparing the life expectancy of different animals.   

 

In Maths, we will be focussing on measures, shape, statistics, position & direction, reasoning and 

explaining.  Alongside these areas of learning will be investigations and problem solving.  As always, we 

will continue to revise our timetable knowledge. 



 

RHE (Relationship and Health Education for Catholic primary schools):  

As you know, this term we will be introducing Relationship and Health Education lessons in all year 

groups. These lessons are specifically planned for Catholic primary schools as faith is embedded in the 

core of each lesson.   

This term, we will be covering the following lessons: 

• Calming the storm 

• Is God calling you? 

• Under Pressure 

• Do you want a piece of cake? 

• Self-Talk 

• Sharing isn’t always caring 

• Cyberbullying 

• Types of Abuse 

• Impacted Lifestyles 

• Making good choices 

• Giving Assistance 

• The Trinity 

• Catholic Social Teaching 

• Reaching out  

In addition, there will be an online parent platform so that you, as parent and carers, can engage with 

the teaching and deepen the experience for your child. To access the online parent platform please visit: 

www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-portal  

(you will need the username and password shared in the headteacher letter to you earlier this week) 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need support accessing the parent resources. 

 

Homework  

I will set Maths and English/Topic homework each week alongside regular spellings. Homework will 

continue to be given out on Fridays and will be expected back the following Wednesday.  

 

One of the most powerful ways you can help your child is by helping them develop a love of reading. 

This may be through them seeing you read and enjoy books, through them reading to you or you to 

them, or discussing anything you have read together. Reading regularly will help your child with every 

subject. Children who read regularly at school and at home make the most progress so thank you so 

much for your support in this area. Please continue to encourage your child to read every day.  

  

School Uniform and PE kit  

PE will continue to be on a Thursday afternoon. Make sure to have trainers as we will carry on with our 

Daily Mile every afternoon.  Please ensure you have a PE kit suitable for the warmer temperatures this 

term.  

 

If you have any queries, or if you wish to talk to me, I will be available after school or via appointment to 

discuss anything at length.  

Warm wishes, 

  

Ms. Pérez 

http://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-portal

