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4th January 2022 

Joy does not simply happen to us. We have to choose joy and keep choosing it every day. 
Henri Nouwen 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Happy New Year! I hope you had a peaceful and happy Christmas break and are looking 
forward to the term ahead. Thank you so much for the lovely cards and gifts from the 
children, I and all the staff really appreciate your kindness and support. 

 

Art Week 
We are starting off this new term with our art week. All the classes will study a different 
artist, learn about the artist’s techniques and life story and use various mediums to recreate 
work inspired by the artist. At the end of the week the children will display their work in 
their classrooms and enthusiastically share their knowledge and art work with one another. 
I will post samples of the work from across the school on our website so that parents can 
see and enjoy the work also. Art week is always a thoroughly enjoyable week and a joyous 
way to start a new year together. 
 

 

Covid Update 
Thankfully, the Department of Education left school leaders alone until early Sunday 
morning but have now resumed their daily emails to head teachers. Most of the information 
is the same as it was at the end of term for primary schools, the only big change so far is for 
secondary school pupils to wear masks in classrooms from this week. I will of course, keep 
all parents and staff updated of any changes as they occur and we will update our risk 
assessment this week to cover the new guidance regarding lateral flow testing for known 
close contacts and the reduced self-isolation period following negative lateral flow results 
on days six and seven of the isolation period for positive cases but just as a reminder: 

 any close contact who is contacted by Test and Trace needs to lateral flow test for 7 
days. They do not need to isolate or get a PCR test unless they develop symptoms or 
have a positive lateral flow. The PCR is a confirmatory test- i.e. it confirms that 
symptoms are positive, or it confirms that the positive lateral flow test is correct. 

 Daily testing of close contacts includes all contacts who are:  
- fully vaccinated adults – people who have had at least 2 doses of an approved 
vaccine 
- all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their 
vaccination status  

NB Children under 5 years are exempt from self-isolation and do not need to take part in 
daily testing of close contacts though parents may choose to test their children as 
appropriate.  

http://www.st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk/
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The Education Secretary's message to school leaders on Sunday morning included the 
following: 
 
I urge you to do everything in your power to protect face to face learning for our children 
and young people and am confident that you will of course make every endeavour to do so. I 
understand that a possible challenge for keeping young people in classrooms is staff 
absence, which is why I am continuing to call on any former teacher who can do so to come 
back to the classroom.  
However, if operational challenges caused by workforce shortages in your setting make 
delivery of face-to-face teaching impossible, I would encourage you to consider ways to 
implement a flexible approach to learning. Flexible delivery involves utilising all your 
available teaching and non-teaching workforce to maximise on-site education for as many 
pupils as possible while you flexibly deliver provision either on-site or remotely to some 
pupils. 
 
Unfortunately, it sounds like the Government is anticipating the worst here, that many of us 
will contract Covid over the coming weeks (thankfully it does appear to be a milder illness 
now) and that having many staff off school at the same time will make it very difficult to 
keep all children in school every day for some periods of time. I am saying this not to cause 
alarm but to forewarn and reassure parents that we will do all we can to keep things as 
manageable as possible for as long as possible, our priority remains to keep all children in 
school for face to face learning for as long as it is safe to do so. We just need to be prepared 
that if we run out of adults we may have to have classes at home for short periods of time 
and that different classes may be affected at different times. Although that is not ideal I am 
sure parents would agree that it would be preferable to the long periods of time home 
learning for the majority of children that we have had in the past. Let’s pray that all our 
ventilation, hand washing, risk assessment and procedures continue to protect as many 
children and adults as possible until this latest wave is over.  
 
Whatever the new term brings, I know we will manage and will provide the best we can for 
all the children in our care. We are a strong and committed team, greatly supported by 
caring and committed parents, and working together we will continue to achieve great 
things. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Mrs Delany-White 

Headteacher  
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