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9th February 2022 

 

Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you without leaving happier. 

St Teresa of Calcutta 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you as ever for your continued support over the last few weeks. As you are aware, 

we have had several positive cases of Covid in three year groups across the school. 

Thankfully nearly all of those effected are now back in school and we were able to keep 

all classes open. Things seem to be calming down again now and the data still shows that 

children get a mild infection. The problem continues to be the impact on education and is 

likely to remain so for many months to come. We will continue to strive to keep all 

children who are well enough to be so in school, as long as we have the staff to be able to 

do so. Your support with testing and reporting all symptoms, possible and confirmed cases 

within your households is vital in helping us to manage this ongoing situation, so thank 

you for continuing to work with us. 

Whilst we continue to carefully monitor and manage Covid we are tentatively looking 

forward to the coming weeks and months ahead and are beginning to plan more events for 

the children in the hope that they will now be able to happen.  

 

Lenten Fundraising Project: St Monica's (Mauni) Primary School 

In partnership with our parish church of St Edmund’s this Lent we would like to support St 

Monica’s Primary school in Malawi. St Monica’s is situated in the Koche Parish in the 

Mangochi Diocese in southern Malawi. It was built in 1975 for less than 200 pupils, but now 

has over 842 pupils and 13 teachers. Fr Charlie Beirne, a Montfort Fathers missionary, has 

informed us that the needs of the school are many: 

 

 With over 842 children, there are only 9 small classrooms, which means that some 

classes have to take place outdoors – with great disruption during the rainy season. 

 The school currently has only 15 school desks and has to rent desks when it comes to 

Standard 8 pupils in their final year sitting for their school leaving certificate exams. 

 There are no tables or chairs for the teachers, who have to remain standing all of the 

time. 

 There is only 1 changing room to cater for both the boys and the girls. 

 There are only 6 pit latrines, built a long time ago, to serve both staff and students. 

 The school has very limited textbooks and sports equipment. 
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Pupils have 8 years of primary school education, but the reality is that many of the older 

pupils drop out simply because they have to work to support their families and cannot afford 

the basics like pens or exercise books. What the School needs most urgently are classroom 

blocks, latrines and desks. The local parish has no funds to build anything, but the PTA of the 

School will gladly help with any labour. Our children are already thinking of ways to raise 

money to support the school so do look out for further details in the weeks to come and 

please give as generously as you can. 
 

Parents Association 

Thank you to the members of the Parents Association who have kept meeting online over the 

last couple of years. Mrs Devlin, chair of the PA, reports that there are several new members 

but all are welcome. Please look out for details of the next meeting which will be shortly after 

half term. We are hoping that the PA will be able to organise a Summer Fayre again this year 

and will be happy to provide the chocolates to support a lovely group of Year 6 who are keen 

to organise and run an Easter Egg hunt this year. Equally, we have a group of staff who are 

already planning a wonderful Jubilee Day for the whole school on Thursday 26th May to 

celebrate our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Do look out for more details of all of these events in 

the months to come. 
 

Safer Internet Day  

Tuesday 8th February was Safer Internet Day so the school is buzzing with fun online 

learning this week as the teachers raise awareness of the positive and sometimes negative 

aspects of being online. Here are a few of the things that some of the classes are using over 
the week: 

 E-safety quiz - guess the age ratings of various online 

games: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvOXnqMze6Q  

 Another quiz - guess the age restrictions on popular 

apps: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yArKkS3Wofg 

 Lots of interesting resources and things to discuss on 'ThinkuKnow' website, 

including a game the children will enjoy: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/8_10/ 

 Google Interland - a fantastic online safety game that the children will 

love: https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/interland 

 

World Book Day 

Thursday 3rd March, the Thursday after half term, is World Book Day, and this year the 

children are invited to dress up as their favourite character and come to school in costume. 

This doesn't have to be anything elaborate or expensive – you can find some quick and easy 

ideas here:https://www.worldbookday.com/dressing-up-ideas/ If you can, please also bring in 

a copy of the book your character is from.  We will be doing book-related activities and 

learning all day that day, including class writing competitions. For more information about 

the day do read the Parent Mail already circulated or look on our school website: https://st-

edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk/8708/world-book-day/  
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Mental Health Awareness Session for Parents and Carers – 1st March 2022 

There are spaces left on Oxfordshire Youth’s Mental Health Awareness workshop for parents 

and carers. The session is on the 1st March 2022 and is delivered in the evening online and is 

free for all Oxfordshire residents - you just need to enter the first part of your postcode in the 

part that says 'Enter PROMO code' to ensure you don't get charged.   

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mental-health-awareness-for-oxfordshire-parents-and-carers-

tickets-147802211393 

 

Finally, I would like to thank every parent, grandparent, member of staff, child and governor 

for all your kind words following my announcement to retire at the end of this academic year. 

I will be forever grateful to the governors of St Edmund’s for giving me the opportunity to 

become Headteacher of the only school I would ever consider leading, St Edmund’s. With all 

of your support I have always strived to be the best leader I could possibly be and to move 

our school forward to the benefit of all the children in my care. I believe I will be leaving the 

school in a strong position, ready for a new Headteacher to take on the role that I have loved 

and been proud to hold for the last eight years. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

M Delany-White 
Headteacher 
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