
Year 4 Writing Target Card                           Name:  

Working towards the expected standard       

I can write about real or imaginary events simply and clearly in full 

sentences.  

      

All my sentences have a capital letter and a full stop.        

I can use tenses accurately.        

I can join my sentences with coordinating conjunctions (e.g., and, or, 

but) and subordinating conjunctions (e.g., when, if because) 

      

I can spell many common exception words and make a good attempt at 

unknown words using my phonics skills. I can spell some words on the 3/4 

list.  

      

My handwriting is joined and clear. I start at the margin.        

Working at the expected standard       

I can discuss and record my ideas about writing similar to that which I 

am planning to write in order to understand and learn from its 

structure, vocabulary, and grammar. 

      

I can use organise my writing into paragraphs around a theme, 

structuring non-fiction texts with headings and subheadings.  
      

I can describe setting and character in stories, using expanded noun 

phrases and prepositional phrases to add details.   
      

I can proof read my work and suggest improvements. I can check my 

spelling using a dictionary.  
      

I can express time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, 

when, before, after, while, so, because], adverbs [for example, then, 

next, soon, therefore], or prepositions [before, during]  

      

I can use fronted adverbials followed by a comma,       

I can punctuate speech accurately.        

I can spell the words from the 3/4 list.        

I can spell commonly misspelt homophones e.g. there/they’re/their,         

I can use the present perfect tense.          

I can use apostrophes to mark plural possession.        

My handwriting is joined and of a consistent size, strokes are parallel.       

I can read aloud what I have written with appropriate intonation, 

controlling tone and volume to make the meaning clear.  
      

Working at greater depth       

My writing flows and I avoid repetition by using cohesive devices in 

paragraphs.   
      

I am beginning to start my sentences in different ways [conjunctions, 

adverbials] 
      

I use capital letters, full stops, question marks, apostrophes and speech 

punctuation accurately.  
      

I can use Standard English and understand some texts are more formal 

than others.  
      

 


