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15th March 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Since my last newsletter we have had many events within school. On Wednesday 2nd March 

we held our first Mass together in the school hall for Ash Wednesday. It was uplifting to hear 

the children singing and praying together in a larger group once more. A perfect way to start 

the season of Lent in school. 

 

World Book Day 
I was delighted to see all the creative and imaginative costumes around school on Thursday 

3rd March for World Book Day. Thank you parents for all your time and support in making 

these glorious outfits. You may want to see a selection on the galleries page of our school 

website: https://st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk/parents-info/galleries/ I was also impressed with 

the detailed story boards which are now displayed around school and in our libraries. In 

honour of dear Mr Midwinter who has helped several generations of St Edmund’s children 

learn to read over many years we have renamed our Key Stage 1 library/Discover Den to The 

Midwinter Library. We are just waiting for Errol to confirm a date when he can pop into 

school and see the new name plaque we now have on the wall in his honour. 

 

PGL 

Before half term Year 6 had an exciting residential week at Osmington Bay’s PGL centre. 

The children shared all the fun activities with us during their PGL assembly last Wednesday 

9th March. The staff also made a great video of the week which they were able to share with 

the Year 6 parents. Year 5 are now very excited that it will soon be their turn- we have 

provisionally booked next year’s trip for September 19th -23rd September 2022. Further 

details will be sent to Year 5 parents this week. 

 

Big Sing at Radley College 

As a follow up to the successful Music Flood Week in the autumn term, last Thursday 10th 

March Year 5 & 6 were invited to join several other Abingdon primary schools for a Big Sing 

event in Radley College’s Chapel. The theme of the day was 'What a load of Nonsense!', 

exploring nonsense songs and musical games. A wonderful event, enjoyed by staff and 

children alike. 

 

Science Week 

There is a wonderful buzz of activity in school this week with so many practical science 

activities happening in each classroom. The children keep excitedly telling me about the 

Science Projects they have been working on at home and I have had the most amazing 

requests from parents on the gate over the last few days- checking whether it is okay for their 

child to bring in all sorts of objects and materials.  Thank you again parents for all your 

support with these amazing projects. The children are having great fun demonstrating their 

projectsd to their classmates in school and impressing me with their scientific knowledge on 

http://www.st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk/
https://st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk/parents-info/galleries/
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the playground. I hope next year everything will be completely back to normal and parents 

will be able to see everyone’s projects in the school hall as we used to do, pre Covid. 

 

Lenten Project 
This year we are joining our St Edmund’s church for our Lenten Project. The charity chosen 

to support is St Monica’s (Mauni) Primary School in the Koche Parish in Malawi, Africa. 

Fr Charlie Beirne has informed us that the needs of the school are many: With over 842 

children, there are only 9 small classrooms, 15 school desks, no tables or chairs for the 

teachers, only 1 changing room, limited textbooks and sports equipment, and only 6 pit 

latrines (toilets). Whatever support we can give will go a long way to helping the staff and 

pupils of the school. You may want to look at this PowerPoint with your children that we 

have used in school to help our children understand how different things are for children at St 

Monica’s as opposed to St Edmund’s. We asked our children to think of ways to support St 

Monica’s and their suggestions include: 

 Crazy Hair and Odd Sock Day on Friday 1st April 

 Year 6 Inter House football match 

 Guess the Name of the Teddy 

 Non Uniform Day- date to be confirmed 

 

Children’s Sponsored Distance to Malawi 
It is 5200 miles / 8400km from UK to Malawi. This Lent, we are challenging the children of 

Our Lady and St Edmund Parish and St Edmund’s School to do a sponsored run/walk/cycle 

to see how far, in miles/km, we can collectively get to Malawi to raise money for St Monica’s 

(Mauni) Primary School. As all of our classes walk or run the Daily Mile every day we are 

recording the distance each child from Nursery to Year 6 walks or runs around the Daily Mile 

track and these are added together each week so that we can record on a map how much 

closer we are getting to Malawi on a weekly basis. 

Any donations you would like to make to support St Monica’s and our Lenten Project can be 

made via this link:  

http://www.st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk/
Lenten%20Project%20Presentation.pptx
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https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/lenten-appeal-abingdon   
 

Lent Activities on St Edmund’s Parish Website 
There is a page for young adults and older ones in the ‘What’s On’ section 

here: https://www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/lent and a page for primary school children in 

the ‘Youth’ section here: https://www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/lent-and-easter The pages 

are updated weekly and the children’s page has videos and activities etc., which you may 

want to share with your children at home. 
 

Covid 

As many of you are aware, we have many children and staff who have Covid at the moment. 

Thank you for your continued support in being vigilant when your children are unwell and 

continuing to use lateral flow tests to test them as needed. If you haven’t had a chance to look 

at it our current Covid risk assessment is on our website. We are continuing to ask staff and 

children to isolate when positive until two consecutive days of negative tests from day 5 

onwards. So far, we have been able to keep all classes open and therefore all children who are 

well enough in school, I pray that this will continue.  

 

Oxfordshire Schools Day for Ukraine Friday 18th March 
On Friday 18th March, all Oxfordshire staff and pupils are encouraged to wear blue/yellow 

and make a donation via the link below to the British Red Cross Ukraine Appeal (linked to 

the wider DEC appeal): www.justgiving.com/DayForUkraine As part of our Catholic Social 

Teaching in a Catholic school we teach our children that each person is unique and 

irreplaceable, that everyone matters (Dignity of the Human Person); that we walk together as 

people of peace (Solidarity and the Common Good); helping each other to see brothers and 

sisters not strangers, in need; raising awareness locally and nationally (Option for the Poor 

and Vulnerable). As such, we believe it is right that we as a Catholic school show our support 

for all the children and families who are being affected by the events in Ukraine or indeed 

any areas of conflict in the world. We always pray for peace and for all people to be treated 

equally, no matter which country they are from. Therefore, we have been praying together 

since half term for all that are affected by this war and in our prayers we pray for all world 

leaders that they may quickly find a peaceful solution. We will continue these prayers on 

Friday and everyday as needed. You may want to say this prayer with your families at home 

too: 

CAFOD Prayer for Ukraine 
Loving God, 

We pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or afraid, that you will be close to 

them and protect them. 

We pray for world leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices. 

We pray for the world, that in this moment of crisis, we may reach out in solidarity to our 

sisters and brothers in need. 

http://www.st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk/
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/lenten-appeal-abingdon
https://www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/lent
https://www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/lent-and-easter
https://st-edmunds-rc.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/COVID-19_Risk_Assessment-2022-updated-1-03-2022.pdf
https://www.justgiving.com/DayForUkraine
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May we walk in your ways, so that peace and justice become a reality for the people of 

Ukraine and for all the world. 

Amen. 
 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs Delany-White 
Headteacher 
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