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St Edmund’s Catholic Primary School  

Art & Design and Design & Technology Policy 

“A learning community, celebrating Christ in all, building a kingdom of love, hope and joy.” 

As a Catholic school we recognise in everyone the dignity and beauty of the person, made in 

the image of God. We value each individual and respect them regardless of their 

background and circumstances because they are our brothers and sisters in the family of 

God, and we are called to love and value everyone. 

Art and Design is vital to all pupils’ education and facilitates the development of their 

creative and aesthetic skills both through their own practical work and through appreciation 

of the work of artists, craftspeople and designers from a wide range of cultures, contexts, 

times and places. We value and aim to develop children’s imagination, inspiration and their 

ability to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of Art and Design.  

Art National Curriculum Aims 

 To ensure that all pupils:  

- Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences  

- Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture, textiles, collage, printing and 

digital media  

- Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design  

- Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and use examples of their 

work in exploration and as inspiration to create their own work. 

Design and Technology prepares pupils to participate in an ever changing technological 

world by becoming informed users and innovators of products. They learn to think 

creatively to improve the quality of life by looking for and responding to human needs, 

wants and interests. They combine their understanding of relevant and past design and 

technology with practical skills to design, make and evaluate their own products. 

Design National Curriculum Aims 

To ensure that all pupils:  

- Develop their capability to create high quality products through combining their 
designing and making skills with their knowledge and understanding 

- Nurture creativity and innovation 
- Explore values and attitudes towards the made-world and how we live and work 

within it 
- Develop an understanding of products and processes and their contribution to our 

society 

- Research and explore past design and technology and use this knowledge in their 

own designing 
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- To develop an understanding of health and nutrition and how to cook. Develop an 

attitude that is conscious of what a healthy lifestyle is and how food contributes 

towards this. 

Expressive Arts and Design in the Foundation Stage 

Art and Design and Design Technology both come under the ‘Expressive Arts and Design’ 

Area of Learning in the Foundation Stage. Children are given opportunities to explore a 

range of materials such as paint, salt dough, clay, junk modelling materials and construction 

kits. They are encouraged to develop skills through taking part in adult-led activities and 

then practise those skills independently and begin to develop their individual creativity 

during Continuous Provision.  

At the end of the Reception year children’s development is assessed against the Early 

Learning Goals (ELG). The relevant ELGs for Art and Design and Design Technology are: 

Creating with Materials   
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and function;   
- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used  

Key Processes, Skills and Attitudes in Art  
Key Processes: Develop technique in drawing, painting, collage, sculpture, printing, textiles, 
cooking and digital media.  

Key Skills: Develop knowledge and use of colour, pattern, line and shade, tone, form and 
space and texture.  

Key Attitudes: To instil pride in one’s achievement, respect for one’s own work and the 
work of others, care in display and presentation and a developing awareness and 
appreciation of the visual arts  

Teaching and Learning  
Our art teaching will use a variety of teaching and learning styles, creating opportunities for 
independent learning and creative risk taking. Our principal aim is to develop the children’s 
knowledge, skills and understanding through both direct teaching of processes and 
techniques and providing opportunities for challenging and open-ended tasks which allow 
children to apply their skills. We will ensure that the act of investigating and making 
something includes exploring and developing ideas and evaluating and developing work. 
This is done best through collaborative group work as well as encouraging individual pupil 
research, investigation and response. Teachers will draw attention to good examples of 
individual performances as models for the other children. They will encourage children to 
evaluate their own ideas and methods, and the work of others, and say what they think and 
feel about them. There will also be opportunities for pupils to contemplate works of art and 
be challenged to respond to them through discussion and writing.   
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In Key Stages 1 and 2 Design and Technology is taught through the teaching of well-planned 

lessons using the National Curriculum and other programmes of studies that the teaching 

staff may choose. In the Foundation stage it is taught in a very hand–on and child led way 

following the guidance in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. All lessons are 

planned and adapted to teach them in the most beneficial way ensuring that Design and 

technology remains the main focus of the lessons when stipulated to be so in the planning.  

Key Stages 1 and 2 - Each aspect of Design and Technology is visited at least once in both 

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. Every class carries out three Design and Technology projects 

per year. 

Foundation Stage – In our Early Years classes the children are given the opportunity to find 

out about the world they live in and the role D&T plays within it through a number of ways. 

• Asking questions about how things work 

• Learning about a variety of customs and cultures 

• Investigating and using a number of construction kits, materials, tools and 

products 

• Developing making skills 

This wide range of Design and Technology experiences the children encounter in the 

Foundation Stage provides a good basis for future learning in Design and Technology in Key 

Stages 1 and 2. 

Cross Curricular Approach  
We value the benefits of a cross-curricular approach which allows children to consolidate 
and apply their knowledge in a range of contexts. As well as teaching the skills, attitudes and 
concepts within art in explicit lessons, careful planning ensures they are also applied in a 
range of contexts in cohesion with the topics being covered in class.   

Equal Opportunities  
In planning work in Art, all children will have equal opportunities and every child will be 
challenged to ensure that he/she is learning and achieving at his/her full potential. We 
encourage children to view the work of artists, crafts people and designers in order to 
develop their appreciation of the richness of our diverse world. This will include work in a 
variety of genres, styles and cultures in order to promote multi-cultural awareness and a 
positive approach towards equal opportunities in race, gender and ability.   

Information Communications Technology  
Children will be given opportunities to apply and develop their ICT skills with Art and Design. 
Software such as the ‘Paint’ and ‘Purple Mash’ programmes allow children to explore shape 
and colour as well as tone, pattern and texture. Digital images and internet sources are used 
as starting points for creative work and exploring the work of artists especially during Art 
week when the whole week is dedicated to exploring creativity and artist study.  
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Progression  
We recognise that our curriculum planning must allow for children to gain a progressively 
deeper level of knowledge and understanding and the opportunity to hone their skills in a 
variety of processes. This is achieved through careful tracking of how skills build on each 
other as a child progresses through the school and expectations are fed into planning 
accordingly, with awareness of the particular needs of individuals or groups.  Where 
appropriate, each class will follow the assigned targets in order to ensure skill progression 
throughout the year groups.  

Records and Assessment  
Assessment is an on-going process brought about by:  

- Observation of children working  
- Discussion with children-before, during and after working   
- Examination of children’s work 
- Opportunities for self-assessment.  
- Monitoring the children’s progress by completing the group records.   

Resources 
All classes have a basic supply of art materials such as pencils, paints, scissors and paper. 
Further supplies are available from the art room for which the Art coordinator is 
responsible. This includes art materials, equipment, tools and display materials. Class 
teachers will inform the art coordinator of materials or equipment they have used so that 
stock levels can be maintained. If any special equipment or materials are required for a class 
project, the class teacher will discuss this with the Art Coordinator and they may, in turn, be 
able to order the necessary materials. 

Displays 
At St Edmund’s we believe that displays are important as they celebrate the children’s 
artwork, give the children a sense of pride in their work, enhance the learning environment 
and make the school welcoming. Therefore, we will display as much of the children’s work 
as possible, both in classrooms and in shared spaces. (See also separate Display Policy) 

Health and Safety 
Teachers ensure that  
- issues of Health and Safety are addressed in the planning and delivery of all Art and DT 
lessons.  
- care will be taken when cutting materials and using glues and paints.  
- tools and materials appropriate to the age and ability of the child will be used.   
- appropriate risk assessments are carried out. 
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